On a trip ahoard the Kona
Agagressor, this Whale Shark
entertained guests for nine hours.
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ver the years, Wayne Hasson has worn many hats—U.S. marine, scuba instructot, divemiaster, p
-videographer, husband and father. But it’s the Gaptain title that most people know him for. As
‘Captain of the Aggressor Fleet, Wayne is known for introducing the highly-successtul live-aboard wncept Gf
dive vacations.

-ycar veteran of the dive industry, Wayne and his wife Anne were working at
~asa Bertmar Resort on Grand Cayman when they envisioned the creation
“better” dive vacation. They dreamed of creating a trip where divérs
d dive as much or as little as they wanted, without having to wait in
ines or worry about crowds. From this, the idea of “the ultimate live-
aboard” was born. e

Their first vessel, the Cayman Aggressor, was the most luxurious dive boat ;
in the world when it was launched in 1984. The goal from the begmnmg wis :
to give divers something more.

“We built and lived on the vessel and devel-
oped it the way our customiers and our expe-
taught us it should be,” Hasson
d, adding that he hasn’t looked back.

id an increase in the number of
every year since we started.”
ing the Cayman Aggressor was the
Aggressor 1I in 1985, followed one
Jat by the Kona Aggressor in the Pacific,
loday, the number of Aggressor boats is at 13,
escorting divers to new adventures in 12 destina-
jons around the world.

“It’s the little things that make a d1fference,” Hasson
said. “Ower the years, we've added amenities mcludmg
personal heads and air-conditioning in each room, an
nboard photo lab, scooters, nitrox and more. We now
ave the ability to let passengers e-mail photos of
eir dives back to their friends in the states. We
i be different”
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nt that led Hasson



Hammerhead Sharks, something that was unheard of until
two decades ago. “People looked at me like [ was crazy, but
we wetit, and it was one of the most exhilarating experi-
ences participants had ever had. It was an instant suc-
cess...and it helped pave the way for today’s shark diving
expeditions.”

Hasson remembers one “guest” who refused to leave, “1
was onboard the Kona Aggressor, and we came upon this
45-foot Whale Shark. Everyone was overjoyed, and we got
in the water and took pictures, swam with it and every-
thing. I guess the shark fell in love with the boat or some-
thing because every time we moved, it went with us. This
went on for nine hours, It was a tremendous experience. I

hy Scolt Jones

j world’s fiest mooting pro-
3 gxam m Cayman aﬁd sing his owns funds {clese to
$50,000), began installing permanent moorings for boats
to use. “We put in 112 moorings around the islands, Most
of those I personally helped install.”

Hasson’s reputation quickly spread. He was
approached by Academy Award—winning director James
Cameron during the production of The Abyss. Wayne
trained all the actors to dive and also struck up a friend-
ship with Cameron that continues today. “James bought
the Truk franchise because he was so impressed with our
operation.”

Hasson has also worked with major stars such as David
Hasselhoff, Robert Urich and Leslie Nielson. “These guys
all llke to dive, but the; efe s@meﬂli.ng out of the way

The Ga?man Aygré;é;éﬂr'IV is the distant cousin of
Hasson s first live-aboard, Taunched in 1984.
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Waters Waterman said Hasson tried to
‘more times, being
rt. “The animal
 be stroked, and

Now, several years later, it turns out
the ray that Hasson encountered may
be a new species. Should this be con-
firmed, the scientific community is
planning to name the new species the
Wayne Ray. “That’s ironic because Ray |

n uniered this unknnwn*e]ectnc
ratid Gayman. If new 1o science,
could be called the Wayne Ray.-
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just happens to be my middle name,”
laughed Hasson.

During his 20-year residency on |
Grand Cayman, Hasson has made
many friends. He’s seen diving grow
and change. Today, he’s become a strong
advocate for getting young people
invalved in diving. As Chairman of the
Oceans For Youth Foundation, Hasson |
1s working with dive equipment manu- |

 facturers, resorts and miedia to promote |
the SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling for
Youth) concept. The non-profit foun-
dation is working with many industry
partners to make the lightweight Sur- |
face upits available at resorts and dive |
destinations around the world. ‘

“I have a soft spot for kids,” Hasson
explained “H somﬂone asks me 'td .
k_ldS on 2 snorkelmg tnp or some-
thing, Pll usually drop everything to
go and take part” He admitted thatbis
ch]ldren (Davis, 9 and Caroline, 6} are
a large part of why he does this. “They |
are our future and the ocean’s future.
We need to get them involved and div-
ing is a good way to do that” =

To experience one of Hassor’s upcoming |
live-aboard adventures, go to www.
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Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands

aggressor.com or call (877) 348-2628,
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International: 352-588-4132
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